
Don’t talk to cops 

Reminders on fighting repression

The most important principle in defeating political repression is 
relying on the people to expose and fight each and every instance 
of political repression. With increasing levels of surveillance and 
repression being directed at people resisting, it is critically 
important that everyone engaging in political action remembers 
the basic rule: Don't Talk! Don't ever talk to the police or any other 
law enforcement agencies. 

If you're stopped by the police or are unsure if the police (or other 
law enforcement agencies) are detaining you, ask: "Am I free to go?" 
If the cop says anything other than yes, follow up with: “Am I being 
detained?” If they say anything other than yes, then say that you 
do not want to talk further and leave immediately.

If you are being detained or arrested, say: “I am going to remain 
silent and I want to speak to a lawyer.”

If the police attempt to search you, it's important to 
assert out loud: “I do not consent to this search.” The 
police can "legally" pat down the outside of your 
clothing but need a search warrant to search 
beyond that.

Don't say stupid shit! Don't say 
anything in political meetings, on 
social media, or over text (yes, signal 
included) that you wouldn't want 
read out loud in a courtroom in 
front of a judge.
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